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bone exists in the clitoris. The interval between the anus
and vulva, the perinaeum, is much wider in the bitch, cat, and
pig, than in the larger animals.
The internal limits of the vulva are defined by the constric-
tion of the vaginal bulb, which forms a marked prominence
in early life, but tends to disappear in relaxed folds after the
animal has brought forth young several times. The dimen-
sions of this aperture are rather adapted for the passage of
the foetus than the penis, though its narrowness is sometimes
an obstacle to delivery in a primipara. The limbs, body, or
head, of the foetus are at times arrested at the superior com-
missure, which they so distend as to threaten laceration of
that part. In emaciated animals, and particularly in the
mare, the vulva is deeply retracted above the ischia, and
consequently this predisposes them to be injured in this
region during coitus, by the accidental introduction of the
male organ into the anus, the mechanical action of which
damages, and may even rupture, the rectum.
The Vagina.
The Vagina is  a musculo-membranous  canal with thin
walls.   It extends almost horizontally backwards within the
pelvis from the cervix uteri to the vulva.    It is related above
to the rectum and sacrum, below to the bladder and urethra and
floor of the pelvis, and laterally to the ureter and side-walls of
the pelvis.   When distended it is cylindrical, but usually its
sides are in contact.   It varies in length from 9 to 10 inches.   It
is covered in its anterior two or three inches by peritoneum, and
is attached at its lateral borders by the uterine broad ligament
to the roof of the pelvis.    In its posterior part it is connected
with the neighbouring organs by loose fibrous tissue.    In-
ternally it is  lined by a  thin,  smooth, rose-pink mucous
membrane disposed in longitudinal folds or rugae, which are
more conspicuous after several births.    These folds favour
the dilatation of the canal during copulation and parturition, so
that the vagina may be ballooned almost to the size of the
pelvis,   The ballooning of the vagina may be induced also by
the injection of various tepid fluids and by manipulation, and
probably increases the safety of copulation by rendering it